lO 



CQ 



.C\l 



3 

r— 

8 



N>- 



E-0) 
E-CO 



W 



o- 



C£> 



ID 



^-CO 



--C\J 



GV 






.XX 



True ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

CAPTIVIT 

OF 




/'-';;/ 



Thomas Phelps , 

AT 

MACHANESS 

B A R BAR Y. 

AND 

Of his ftrange Efcape in Company of Edmund 
Baxter and others , as alfo of the Burnte 
Two of the greatcft Pirat-Sbips belonging (d 
that Kingdom, in the Riverof JT 
the Thirteenth day of June 1685. 






Mamora^ upon 



By T HO MAS fHEL PS. 



Hac olim mcmnijfc juvabit, 



Utonceo, Auguftthcxi/r. &,u*. 



LONDON, 

Printed by //. Hilts,J\xn. for JofepbJ&ndmarJk, at the Gotten* 
Bill over agdinft the RoyaLExcbange in Cornbitt, 1687, 






i —i- 




To the libnoiirable 

x saM vel p e pi s; £fq ;- ' 

sjh, ■■ ;. ; -r . 4"r 

Aying by your generous Favour had the Jion^r 
of being introdue'd into His Majefties preferice, 
where I". delivered -the? fubftanne of this following 
Narrative, and being prefs'd by the importunity of 
Friends to PUbl 1 ^ it to, the World, to W-hictl rrtintfovvn W. 
nations were hot averft, as which might tend to the infor- 
mation of my fellow Sea-mern aiwell as fatisfying the curio* 
jfity o£-my Coiu*ty-meo, whp delighf in Nov«l anqjflrange 
Stories>/thou|tfU mgjuKJ be ye^y tar, Ranting tp m£f If, if 
I fhouldkot implore the fyjrqriage of your ever Honoured 
Name, for none ever will dare to dilpute the truth of any mat* 
t^r o£Fa& here delivered, when they ffcall underftandth* 
it, ha&s£loqd tjie.teft />$ jtour -fegacity.; !$r, You^Emiditnt 
thA'&PaAv 1 .mvaJtv. wherebMwau aflerted His.Majefties 5 "' 1 



W4,Wy^t.y, 'wlier^yoaa^tedHiSfP^ ,. 
^.fthts,; arid the t/uePriviledgps of your Country m the wwft 
of times, gives me confidence' to exped, that you will volp. 
fafe this condefcenfion to a poor, yet honeft Sea-man, who 
have devoted my Life. to, the Service of ,His. Sacred Majefiy 
and my Country ^ who have been a* Slavey but now have at- 
tained my freectorjiV whic&T prize fo mucfuhe more, in that 
lican wtilxHeajt'and Hand iubfcxibe. my felf, 

Honour ahte Sir i 

fmr-mi$ Qhli&ecl and 

Uuwhfa Servant: 
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TO THE 



READfl 
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tncemy Efcape from Captivity, Mdmr^thtmmas^*a 
^Stmdagt, I f>avep,etbmh,:<*joy'J a*appm^tXi\iik 
*y prmer ; ltfe_u, as never, M} *,i*tcd i Mow :<timf,afM(^ 
■X»m and terrible T e *peft> /have byMtatle paZ^fe 

■Tnj? ""/ff^of **N*tfrt Canty,- a »dm/>*ii. 

We m-tMaulifcm, yet>*Ml »W«Mik«iww 
Hilary emotions and fingular timfports of joy; W/ *»» 
<mt Liberty is, and can put a value and mate a ,ujl e8Mu»»f 

*»*»» agrees -very voeUM * UfrnJiMorMs I , f e m mMxi 

^j li , *""" Wltte °*'y ?»**P°*ith Cmparifiri, facte, 
^Abundance >>*»* their Metres of 'good and LvenkZ 
fim tbeco»Mrat^f the Mferies J Jd I^,ve»ieZ e fX't 

lybm who ..evervas acquamted with Pah 0,-Sichefi, ami 
IVKrtjand freedom are the hpphefi only valuable by a Re- 
m«» m Captivity and Slavery, they ,vho are unacjnahted 

with, 



The Preface to the Reader. 1 

with, and have no notice of the Miferies of the latter* wittn^ 

verput a due Value and consideration upon the former ; of which 

general Rule, the moftpartof my Countrymen, lam firry to fay, 

are too particular an in/tance, who or all the Nations of the 

Earth are poffejfors of the greateft Liberty,' butleaft fenfibfctf 

the happinefs; Here the Government fecures every Manintk 

poffeftoH and enjoyment of what Gods Uefftng and his own indujirj 

has allow' d; Here even the Poor and Needy, the Impotent, and 

thofe whom the Hand of God has touch' d, have a comfortable 

futfiftence, and plentiful provifion againfi all extremities Hen 

the indubious Mechanick or Country- Farmer, can ft fawn at 

bis Table better provided than many Barons of Germany, A/ar- 

fuefesinftance, and Knights in Spain ; in a word Slavery k 

foflrangc a condition ft> England, thatto touch its foil, witifo 

ft#0 Manumiffion, and the. generality of the People havity 

little heard, and k/s under flood the miferable State which the 

wftpartof thi World is now fubjett to, fo that the Plenty and 

great Liberty of the Englifli Subjects is no great happinefs tt 

,• them, becaufe they never weigh their Condition with what ktke 

Lot of other Nations : Vpowthis confideration lhaveadvtih 

tnrtd tofublijk this account of the MiferiesJ underwent, Mb 

many others, during our Captivity in Barbary, and of my Ef 

tape thence. My defiqn is, Chrtjtian Reader, to work intjiie 

by this true, tho' plain Narrative, fomepitty towards thejhm 

Sufferings of thy poor Brethren at the hands of Infidels; toinfhm 

thee to prize the bleffmgsof that pie afant place, where thy Lit 

.& fallen, and where having only the benefit of Air, thou haft* 

goodly Heritage ; and laffly with me, to Magnifie the Name'** 

God, who in his word, commands us to tell what things he hath 

dime for us, and to /hew forth his works with gladnefs^ 
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A True Account of my being taken , and 
Sufferings during my Captivity. 



UPon the iyth. day of Augufl 1684. I Thomas 
Phelps fet fail from the Downs in a Veflel called 
the Succefs of London, about fourty Tuns, laden 
with Salt, bound for a place in Ireland Called 
the Ventrey, where we arrived the loth.day 
of September : I flayed there fome while, and kill'd Beat; 
defigning for the Madera's and Mount Surrat ; accordingly 
on the zoth. of September, I fet fail for the Madera's, but 
my defign was croft, and my Voyage ftopt asfolloweth : 
Upon the fth.ttf Oclober (being then a Hundred League?, 
^orTtheRockofZ,^//) we fawa fail to windward of 
us,which immediatly we found to give us chace^wc made what 
fail we could from hirh, and night coming on, we had, for 
about Two hours, loft fight of him, but atthcrifing of the 
Moon, he got fight of us, and quickly came up with us, hail- 
ing us whence our Ship, we anfwered from London, deman- 
ding the like of him , who made anfwer from Algejr, and 
withal commanded us to hoift out our Boat, which we re- 
fufed to do, but we brac'd our head.faiks for him, imme- 
diatly hcfent his Boat towards us, when it was got almoft 
by our fide, we gave them Three fhouts, which fo furpriz'cl 
them, that they thought it convenient to retire aboard their 

B own 
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own Ship j We were not a little chear'd at their departure 
and made from them with all the fail we could make, for we 
had not one great Gun, and as for Powder, I believe one fin- 
gle pound was the outrnoftof our (lore: In the mean time he 
was hoifting in of his Boat, I had got above two miles from 
him, which made me think I was clear of him, and withal 
that the Ship mud be an Alger he, ihe appearing fo grear, that, 
according to the dories in England, I thought no fuch Ship 
could belong to Salle; But 1 found my felf within a little 
while, mightily midaken, for as foon as his Boat was hoi- 
sted in, he prefcntly fetch'd us up again .• We had try'd his 
failing all ways, but found we could not wrong him any way j 
fo feeinghimaftern, and a thing impoffible to lofe fight of 
us, I put out a light for him, notwithdanding I was poffeft 
jat that time (God knows), with fear enough, but I thought, 
in. the Dark, my feeming confidence and refolutipn might 
Imppfe upon him, fo as to fancy I was of fpme force ; And 
truly afterwards he confefled to me, that he thought I had /ft 
Guns aboard and that I did intend to fight him. 

He kept a der n of me all night, and in the morning he but 
out Turfr/h colours, which I anfwered with our En$ft$). 
■%hkn he, came up, and law I had no boat m fight, for nty 
£oat was ftow'd down betwixt decks. , he commanded me 
therefore to brace to my head-failes, and then he fent his 
boat to demand my pafsj Aboard Ir" Was an antient Maa^ 
wh<> formerly had been a flave in England and fpoke j 'good 
Evgttjb, and who was fet at liberty by our late Gracious King 
Charles the id. He feeing us in readinefs with what arm* 
we had, ask'd me, if I had a mind to break the Peace, he 
told me I needed not trouble my felf to keep them out of our 
Veflel, for none of them could be perfwaded to come aboard 
*ne. 

I brought him my Cudom-houfe-Cocketts, for I had no 
Pafs : The Moor aforefaid. carried them to the Captain, but 
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foon after" returned, and told me that would not fatlsfie the 
'Captain, unlefs the Mader himfdlf would corric ; f m4dti an- 
fw;er that I would not come, that I had done what I Was d- 
bligd to by the Articles 'twixt England and Algiers \ The 
boat a fecond time put away for their Ship, and whilft 
they were hoiding in their beat, I made what fail J could, 
and was got a mile or more from them again, entertamiog 
better hopes than 1 was in the night before; But as foon & 
tireboat was in and dow'd, the Moors made fail and came Up 
with me again, the Captain ordering to teli me, that if 1 re- 
lusd to come a board him, he would come aboard me with 
his Ship ; with that he rang'd up my Weather quarter, I irri- 
mediatly put a days, which put him into fome corifuffifcn, 
fo that he was for«ed to put a days alfo .• He had then fro Gun, 
which I could perceive , I faw his Ports, and his Wad was 
I^an-high .• As I came about I run under his dern, the/i bore 
away right before the Wind, he foon came up with me, but 
not one ihot pas'dall this while, he demanded of me why! I 
ciaptaftaysfor to run a thwart his halfe,,- I anfwered that! 
doubted he was not of Algier, he fwor l e in Englffb, to me 
that he was, elfe before this he would have difcover'd* him- 
ieif, and withal he told me, that if I did not come aboard, 
he would draightway fink me, and fo he hoided out' his boat, 
mthe mean time I boar away, but his boat coming up made 
me bring to again and brace a back • His boat then came a- 
board, I ask'd this Moor, who fpoke Entfijh, what ihip of 
Algiers this was, he very readily without damiiieriftg 
told me, fhe was call'd the Tagerene young Canary Com- 
mancler, I immediatly then went into his boat ; fo foon as I 
came aboard, the Captain ask'd me why I was fo hard of be- 
hef, My didrud was inch then that I pray'd the Captain now 
that he had me aboard in his power, to refolve me whether 
he were a Salle*man or nor, he fwore to me again that he 
was of Algiers ', and that I (hould not be wronged $ He made 
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own Ship j We were not a little chear'd at their departure 
and made from them with all the fail we could make, for we 
had not one great Gun, and as for Powder, I believe one fin- 
gle pound was the outrnoft of our (lore ; In the mean time he 
was hoifting in of his Boat, I had got above two miles from 
him, which made me think I was clear of him, and withal 
that the Ship muft be an Algerine, ilie appearing fo great, that, 
according to the {lories in England, I thought no fuch Ship 
could belong to Salle $ But I found my fell' within a little 
while, mightily miilaken, for as foon as his Boat was hoi- 
fted in, he preicntly fetch'd us up again •• We had try'd his 
failing all ways, but found we could not wrong him any way ^ 
fo feeing him a (tern, and a thing impoflible to lofe fight of 
us, I put out a light for him, notwithstanding I was pofleft 
at that time (God knows) with fear enough, butl thought, 
in. the Dark, my feeming confidence and refolution might 
imjppfe upon him, fo as to fancy I was of fome force ; And 
truly afterwards he confefTcd to me, that he thought I had fix 
Guns aboard and that I did intend to fight him. 

He kept a Iter n of me all night, and in the morning he put 
put furki/b colours, which I anfwered with om Englijk, 
theji he came up, and (aw I had no boat *n fight, tor my 
bogt was ftow'd down betwixt decks, he commanded me 
therefore to brace to my head-failes, and then he fent his 
boat to demand my pafsj Aboard h°" Was an antient^w/*, 
wh<> formerly had been a (lave in England and fpoke good 
Englijb, and who was fet at liberty by our late Gracious King 
Charles the id. He feeing us in readinefs with what arms 
we had, ask'd me, if I had a mind to break the Peace, he 
told me I needed not trouble my felfto keep them out of out 
Veflel, for none of them could be perfwaded to come aboard 
£ie. 

I brought him my Cuftom-houfe-Cocketts, for I had no 
Pafs : The Moor afbrefaid carried them to the Captain, but 
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foon after returned, and told me that Would not fatisfie the 
Captain, unlefs the Mate himfelf would come; I made an- 
fwer that I would not come, that I had done what I was d- 
bljgd to by the Articles 'cwixt England and Algiers: The 
boat a fecond time put away for their Ship, and whilft 
they were hoifting in their bc.;t, I made what fail J could, 
and was got a mile or more from them again, entertaining 
better hopes than I was in the night before ; But as foon a? 
tlfbboat was in and ftow'd, the Moors made fail and came Up 
with me again, the Captain ordering to teli me, thatiflre- 
lus d to come a board him, he would come aboard me with 
his Ship ; with that he rang'd up my Weather quarter, I ini- 
mediatly put a (lays, which put him into fome confuflion, 
fo that he was foreed to put a ftays alfo .• He had then no Gun, 
which I could perceive , I faw his Ports, and his Waft was 
J^an-high .• As I came about I run under his (tern, the,rr bore 
away right before the Wind, he foon came up with me, but 
not one lhot pas'd all this while, he demanded of me why I 
claptaftayslor to run a thwart his halfe,; I anfwered thai: I 
doubted he was not of Algier, he fwore in Englifk, to me 
that he was, elfe before this he would have difcover'cL him- 
felf, and withal he told me, that if I did not come aboard, 
he would flraightway fink me, and fo he hoifted out' his boat, 
inthc meantime I boar away, but his boat coming up made 
me bring to again and brace a back • His boat then came 3- 
board, I ask'd this Moor, who fpoke Engli/b, what fliip of 
Algiers this was , he very readily without ftamilieriflg 
told me, flm was call'd the Tagerene young Canary Com- 
mander, T immediatly then went into his boat; {o foon as I 
came aboard, the Captain ask'd me why I was fo hard of be- 
lief, My diftruft was inch then that I pray'd the Captain now 
that he had me aboard in his power, to "refoive me whether 
he were a Salle*man or not, he fwore to me again that he 
was of Algiers > and that I mould not bs wrong-'d - t He made 
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trie fit down, and caus'd them to fet Dates and Figgs before me: 
A little after the Captain told me that he was made acquainted 
by his men that they faw two Portuguefes aboard my Ship, 
and that he would have them out, and then I fhould be gone 
about my bufinefs, I told him 1 had none fuch aboard, biit he 
would fee them two men, fo two men were lent for, after 
that he told me there were three more and them he muft 
have, well to be fliort, at lad he wasfufpicious that I was a 
Fortugueje alfo,and to convince me that I was one,! found my 
entertainment prefently'withdrawn ? Thus did this faithlels 
Barlarianferve me, until he had wheadled all my men aboard 
him except two, and then the valiant Moors entred my Vef. 
fel with abundance of courage, heaving the two remaining 
Englifh over the head of the VeiTel into the*boat. 

Thus were we all Strip'd, the VeiTel Plunder'd in a mo- 
ment y which they did refolve to have funk, becaufe tljy 
were toofarr at Sea diftantfrom their own coaft, but Imme- 
diatly we faw five fail bearing down upon us, which ftartled 
the Moors ) putting them into a great fright, obliging them 
to quit my VeiTel with abundance of Beaf and three Boxes 
of d^ goods aboard, which their fear would not give them 
leafure to rummage for ; In fome fmall time the fiveVeflels 
difcover'd us, when they came within two Leagues of us, 
had they bore down afterwards with that refolution, that 
they threatned before, the Pirate would never have flood to 
•look them in the facej but alafs like diffracted fearful game, 
every of the five Ships took a feveral courfe, and being now 
night they all efcaped. 

After that we cruifed about thirty Leagues to the Weft of 
the Northern Cape, and fo to the Barlings, but no nearer than 
Twenty Leagues to the (hoar, and therefore I imagin there 
is more fafety for fmall veflels bound that way, to keep the 
fhore as near as is poffible, for I know certainly they never 
attempt to come near, but endeavour as much as they can, 

to 
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to avoid the fhoar becaufe our Men of War life to careen afr 
Lisbon. 

lam Jikewife pretty well fatisfied for that fmall time that I 
was amongft them, (altho* it was too long for my profit) that: 
no Salle-man will fight a Ship of Ten Guns, which I found 
true by obfervation of a Country-man from Briftol, whiJft I 
was aboard : We came up with h'm and haii'd him, and ' 
would have had him put out his Boat, but he refufed, and 
withal fhew'd himfelf ready in his own defence, upon which 
we were glad to. leave him. 

So that to fatisfie c.\\ my Countiy-men who follow my 
trade I dare confidently affirm, that if I had a Ship of Ten 
Guns, and it fhould be my fortune to encounter any of thefe* 
Salle- rogues , ( who all go under the notion of Algerines, 
who are now at peace with England) I would encourage him: 
to fend his boat, by acquainting him that our Matter would 
came aboard and mew his pafs, ^which is the thing they aim 
at) And when the boat was come. ft> my fide, (any man of 
reafon may judge then whether (he were from Salle or Al- 
giers, but however I would commit nothing fhould be judg- 
ed a breach of the Peace, 'twixt England and Algiers*) I 
would heave in a Grapling and fecurethe men, all fave two, 
whom I would permitt to return aboard and bring me. a Chri- 
ftiarr, or clfe aver my Pafs, if they will not do that, I am 
then fatibfied what he is, and think my felf obliged to de- 
fend my felf f/om Slavery, but this I am very confident of, 
that he will never (lay to d'tfpute the cafe afterwqrd. 

About a fortnight after I was taken, we met one Samuel 
Crampton who came from Faro, and whom we foon took 
without any refinance. The week following we rook a fmall 
Ketch come from Cales, laden with Sherry and Ruifws did 
bound for Limrick, John Elliot Matter. 

The number of us Chriftians taken aboard the Three 
Prizes was Twenty five, befides Twelve which were aboard) 
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the Pirate, in all Thirty feven ; We who wer6 newly taken 
were kept in Irons in the Hold. 

After the taking of thefe Three Veflels the Pirate made 
all the fail he could for Salle to fave the fpring Tide, which 
ilowsat.SW/<? and Mamora S SW about Thirty Leagues: 
To the Northward of Salle, we met a Fleming who came 
from Salle i and told our Commander that the Ettglijh -m» 
of War were at Tangier then, attending Captain Nicholafon, 
which caufed us to bear direttly for Salle and fell in dircftly 
with the Cattle, where were no EngUftmen of Waf, ac- 
cording to the Advice. 

On the Bar of Salle there run a great Sen, which obliged 
us to come to an Anchor near tlic/tor, where we rid Six hour's j 
then were we poor Chriftians all let loole from our Iron- 
fhackles, wherein we had been confin'd for Twenty days 
preceeding: the Captain fent the Boat, as near the Shore to 
the South of the Bar, aspotfibly he could, to enquire what 
News, there they were acquainted that they might fafely 
come in the next high Water : whilft the Boat was gone a 
Shore, the Moors , we obferv'd, fell all faft a deep, the Cap* 
tah>alfo, with his Head over the Rail, upon the half-Deck 
feem'd deeply ingag'd : This opportunity me thought was 
very inviting, I made a.propofal of it to my fellow Slaves, 
and undertook to do the Captains bufinefs my felf: The 
Chriftians weie forward enough to comply with the motion, 
and Eleven of the Twelve, (which were Slaves retain'd in 
the Ship before our being taken; they alfo were willing,if the 
Twelfth who was Steward in the Ship would have conferred, 
but this fneaking varlct prov'd recreant, and ior fear of him 
the other Eleven turn'd alfo llenegadocs to this Heroickand 
Chriftian reiolution ; I had a mind to have difyatcht this 
troubler of our peace out of the way firft, but the fear that 
his fellow Slaves would have fevcrely refentcd it, reftrain'd 

friy refolution ,• the Slaves Name was Will. Robhfin, he pro- 
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felted himfelf a Clmftian in words, but in deed We found more 
civility from the Moors than him. 

At Four in the Afternoon, we weighed Anchor,and flood in 
for thenar, we (truck Twice going over, but without any dam- 
mage j it was upon the Firft day of November, after we had 
helped to moor our Ship, at Night we were all carried afliore, 
and conveyed to our Lodging, which was nn old Stable, but 
without Litter or Straw, having nothing favc the bare dirty 
Ground for our Bed or Pillow; the next Day we were all 
carryed _ aboard the Ship to Unrigg her, and get out herBal- 
Iaftjwhich we did ; about Four in the Afternoon, I was fent ffcr 
aflioreto come to the Governour, who pafled his fentence on 
us Three Matters, that we mould go to his Houfe, and there 
remain,until wewere fent for by the King; we remained at his 
HoufeTen days,where our daily employment was to Grind the 
Corn for the ufe of his Family j at length there came an Order 
for us, and all the reft of the Chriftians to be carryed to the 
King, whofe Ordinary and then Refidence was at Macbanefs,* 
place which this prefent Emperour has fet his Fancy upon, and 
bellows moft of his care, and employs all Chriftian Slaves in 
Building there; it is dirtant from Salle about Seventy Miles, 
and from Fez Thirty. 

In our Journy thither, I cannot forget our Captains extra- 
ordinary civility, in Accommodating us fometimes with Bor* 
ricoesto ride on, fo that in Two days and a half we arrived 
thither : The Firft night we were not brought before our great 
Matter, but the following our Captain prefented us before 
■him, and withal fome Portuguefe Plate , which was taken- 
in Mr.Cramptons Veflel j as the Captain gave it into his Hand, 
the furly Tyrant with a feeming fcorn and difdam heav'd ic 
agiinft the Wall, which was the firft Action I obferv'd, and 
did a little discover the temper of my new Patron Muley ffh- 
niel Emperour of Morocco and Fez, &c. He ordered us to 
to fent amongft the reft of our fellow Slaves j as we went we 
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were entertain'd with the civilities of the place , and wel- 
comed by the joyfull acclamations and complements of the 
Moors kicking and flapping us all along, which appeared 
very uncouth to me, who was but a Stranger, but that Night 
my fellow Captives allayed my wonder, by acquainting me, 
that what hadpaft was nothing, it was only afutablePro- 
logue to all the Tragical fuflerings that Chriftians muft en- 
dure there whilft they are Slaves, which were fo dreadful, that 
I could willingly , that very Ni^ht have ventured my Life 
to endeavour an cfcape; they Painted out tome theTyran. 
nioal humour of the Emperour, both towards the Chriftians 
and Natives, in fuch Bloudy Colours, viz. how they hadfeen 
him Butcher many Thoufands with his own hands, how that 
none can be fecure in his prefence for that the varying ofa 
look, a fmall fpot in the Garment, or any fuch inconfiderable 
circumftance, will raife fuch a caprice in the Emperours Nod. 
die, without any other provocation, as to endanger all the 
Heads before him, and it is very rare if the company efcape 
with One or Two only Beheaded, or Lanced through the 

Body. 

The Second day after my arrival thither, I faw him Lance 
Seven and twenty Negroes one after another, and every Day 
after, until New-year s-day^ uvhcn he parted to Santa Cm 
with his Army;I either faw or heard of his inhumane,but yet, 
through cuftom, to. him Natural Barbarities , Killing and 
Dragging, but this latter is a piece of rcfpecl: obferved only 
to Minions and Favourites, Vice-kings and Alcaids ; yea his 
Women are not able by all their Charms to avoid iiis Fury, 
but are more the objects of l)is implacable rage than any other 
paffion : I have been ievcral times in the Weft-lndics, and 
have feen and heard of divers Inhumanities and cruelties pra- 
diied there, I havealfo read in Books, and have heard Lear- 
ned men difcourfe of the Sicilian Tyrants and Roman Em. 
pcrours, but indeed I forget them all, they are not to be 
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jWtflQfMn cornparifoflLiWith this Monfterof Africk, a com- 
pc[fii;lon of Gore and Dud, whom nothing can attone but 
humane Sacrifices, arid to be in whofe court it is much more 
eligible to be his Horfe or his Mule, than to be his Privado 
or Fife of his bofome , from whofe greatcft kindaefs my 
good God ever defend me,for his mercies are cruel : Yea even 
MajfiedBen Haddit who was his Embafiadour herein England 
Three years ago, altho'he was received and entertain'd here 
.with extraordinary civilities, and carreis'd every where by all 
the. endearments orkincjrjefs and refpeci, -and altho' by his 
firjenefs mi Mqorifhvjfu.btiilty, -feftole into the Inclinations 
pfftbe wellTmea*ning and gooUrnatur'd E»gtijf>,. fo ;that he 
obtain'd the; reputation of Ingenuity and candour, Yet the 
Dog has returned to his Vomit, and by woful experiment, all 
my Country-men, who come under his power, find him a 
hirih and cruel Matter, who managM his affairs here with 
deep.diflimulation, and now improveshis knowledge of Eng- 
lijb affairs, to the detriment and ruin of all the Kings Sub- 
jects, with whom he has to do ; if it be his fortune to meet 
or pafs by any of .them, his cuftom is fas ail the Englifb can 
atteft) to falute them with a deyilifh Curfe to the beft of 
my remejiibrance expreft.thus ; Mi Haztebuck\uz. God 
roafl your Father : he is indeed reckoned a great Mafter in 
the art of Diflimulation and Flattery, a qualification, which 
leemsvery requifire in a Courtier of fuch a Barbarous Bloody 
Tyrant as his Mailer is. ■;, ; , 

But to proceed, my fellow Chriftians in the next, place, 
Jhewed me the ftafl of their life there, i.e. their Bread, 
which was of Barley ,but black, and withal it ftunk, the Corn 
.being kept Seven years under Ground before us'd, one Days 
; allowanpe if fold, would yield only Nine Fluces, which a- 
jnount to Three Farthings ; Flefli is cfieap,borh Mutton, and 
Beef, but Mony is fcarce, Two pounds and a half of Beef, 
are ordinarily iold for a Blankil, /. e. Two pence half-peny, 

C and 



( io ) 
smfl Two pounds of Mutton at the fame rate* good whit* 
Bread is alfo plentiful, half as cheajj> as in £flg/4ftf j. int 
what is this to the Slaves who have-not a Farthing, and dot 
a bit is allow'd us without Mony j I am confident there fc 
many a Chriftian there , who hath not tafted a morfel of 
fclefh inFive Months time. 

The Country is a pleafant Champion Country, very Fnfo. 
fuL well Watered, produ&ive of all forts of Fruit in plenty; 
we Chriftians who arrived laft, wereexcqfed forTwodajffr 
from Labour, only we were inftru#ed in our deportments^ 
our /vVgro-Taskmafters; Who afterwards gave us fevere cha» 
ftifment for our miftakes arid lapfes: our Work and £>afy 
Labour wis continually Building of Houfesand Walls; \& 
Materials and Method is very Forreign and will appat 
Grange to my Country-men here ; there are Boxes of VW 
of dimensions according to pleafure , thefe we fill with 
Earth powdred and Lime, and Gravel well beat together and 
tempered with Water, and when full, we remove the Boi 
according to order, and withdraw the Box Planks, andleaw 
this matter to dry, which then will acquire an incredibfc 
hardnefs, and is very lading , for we have feen Walls of 
fome Hundred years (landing as \ve were informed, and all 
that time has not been able to do them any prejudice. 

The King himfelf (what thereafonof his humour maybe 
1 never had the curiofity to ask him) will fometimes vouct 
fafe to work in the Lime and Durt for an hour together, add 
will bolt out an encouraging word to the Slaves then, w. 
as I remember, Lifer us , that is, God fend you to ym cm 
Countries, but I judge, he either does not fpeak from hjs 
Heart, orelfe'he hopes God will not anfwer the Prayers of 
fueh a wicked wretcji; with this fort of Labour I made* 
ihift to pafs away all the Winter, and indeed without* 
quible, I had no other fhift or fliirt, only the Charity of 
my fellow Slaves, who were better provided^ accomrnpdj 
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taJme with a covering from the Cold, which elfe would 
Have endangered my life. ; 

: the Reader, 1 fuppofe, will not think it ftrange, if I was 
diiTatisfied and very weary of my condition, and therefore I 
did often rummage all my thoughts, for fome expedient to 
eafe. me of this accurfed way, not of Living, but Starving 
and Dying daily : My mind did often flatter me with the 
greater poffibihty of Liberty by running away, and fo con* 
WW I was, that I difcovered my intentions to feveral 
Chrjftians, especially to thofe of my near acquaintance, who 
by>to> means could be indue'd to hear the difficulties and 
dangers that attended fuch a refolution: In the mean time 
my Friends in England had taken fome care for my Ran* 
fome, and had given order to Mr Luddingtom, an Englifh 
Merchant in Bariaryi to Endeavour my relief if One nun* 
drcd and flfty Pounds would .effect it, which Sum Mr. Lud- 
%*wacquainted me, he was ready to: disburfe, if I could 
fllft r '(tliiarfc, tfglrep'with my Patron for my Ranfbme) for 
$tt hundred or Seven huncfred pieces of Eight; I proffered 
the faid Sum, but it would not be accepted; upon which I 
lookt upon my Condition as defperate,my forlorn and languiih- 
%ftate6f life without any hopes of Redemption, (which on* 
ty c(wIdfupport our Spirts in the midft ofrfuch great affli- 
&oii&, and Bondage to thofe upon whom God and Nature 
wemsto have impreft characters of Slavery to the reft of 
Mankind ) appeared far worfe than the terrours of a moft 
cruel beath, J let up then myfixt and unalterable refoiution 
wetcape. whatever fate; attended it, leaving the event to 
providence; I had more than conjecture, that preient Death 
was to be the reward of my endeavours if I were retaken, for 
Three Spaniards, who Tome Two Months before were taken, 
raaki ngi their efcapc, the Kingcaufed them to be brought bev 
fere him, and with his own hands prov'd their Butcher, and 
ftwcutioncr # which cruel proceedings did wholly difliearten 
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the poor Spirited Chriftians, and bammed all: Tuch rcfoju'ti- 
ons quite out of their minds; At length; i opened my mind! 
to Mr. Baxter (who' about a "Year and it hajf betore^tftd 
made an unlucky attempt to run away, but being/b'rciugtoi 
back he had the Baftinado in fuch.a fort;thtt:hetcfluld)itat 
work for a Twelve Month, having. Jron^.conCinwallyrgpoai 
his Leggs) but notwichftandirigj.-iudi^MsihiilOye.irtf/^lii^ 
ftian Liocrty, that he freely told: n*ej.Itbat he ' WfcttlfT'idwito 
ture with any fair opportunity ; after I had him tjius e:ngag# 
by his promife, I gave him no reft, until we had pitcb'dftfpo& 
a Day; wealfo took into our Cabal and tore of put For-; 
tunes, Two Briftol-men > ..who were, t"ead£ a.r,;an hcjurs uraf* 
ning, when we appointed. .'.••' '■■■J-.; ':i : ; .;;. i i vi 

• There are at Machanefs at prefent about Eight hundred 
Chriftians of all Nations, Two hundred and fixty whercbf 
are Englijh, feveral of, which have teridr.e.d Morty for: their 
Ranfom, fome Seven huridred^.forae: Five 'hundYiei^ie^of 
Eight, fome more, fome lefs/fcut the Kin^ pi put;t;h9m'off 
with this, that he would clear none particularly , bujtutnat 
they mould go all together. • . • v \\ ■:: - , ■ - : :> :^ r 
January the Firft, The King.fet forward toward*!.?^; 
Cr«z,with an Army of about Sixty t.houfand rr>en,de%nii)^o: 
quel his Nephew? whoihad ,'inade a formidable, Infutf#ort 
againft him, in that part of. his Dominions • -We. Chrjifciails 
could not Inform our.felves of the certain proceedings of chafe 
Armies, neither did we much care, fight Dog, fight Bear, 
but this we learnt, that it will be Two or Three years^efQie 
his return, and it is not to be fuppos'd thatra'ny particular 
Chriftian will be release until he? return; bcfides, there is 
no hopes to be laid upon the moft folemn word and protefta- 
tion of this fwar thy Infidel Muley Ifmael , for, as 1 have 
been inform'd, about Four or Five years ago, by an agree- 
ment with Collonel' Kirk, all the Englijh (laves were: to be 
let at liberty at the rate of Two hundred pieces of Eight a 
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head, and the bargain was fo far (truck, that the Chriftians 
were got a Mile out of Town, But the accurfed Jews, (the 
flench a.nd peft of the Nations of the Earth, Malicious to 
all. Man- kind and loathfome and abominable whereever they 
come, who not only have the blood of the Saviour of the 
World lying upon their heads, but are accountable for the 
blood of many Thousands of lys r Members which they daily 
(he/1) Thefe wickfed 'Enem'ies of Cfiriftianky, brought back- 
tlide poor Clintons into the -hoiife of bondage- thus,: they 
proffered the^Emperbur as much mony as the King oi Ettg- 
Wtendredfor the Chriftians Ranfome, if lobe he would 
only lend them for a while, to build a City for the Jews, and 
then they mould be reftoi'd to the King; The covetous 'Ty- 
rant foonclos'd withthefe advantageous terms, and the Chri- 
ans; were turn'd over to the Jews, who imploy *d them Three 
years in buildinga City, but when fiaifli'd, fee the.jult Judg- 
ment of God ! The Jews wereturn'd out,and fore'd to give place 
to the Moors : Another, remarkably (lory, concerning the Jews 
I cannot but infert upon this occafion : About Three years 
ago, Mr. Bowrey of Brifto/.w&Sy with. Twenty fail more,, 
taken by the S.alle-tnen, Bowrey had a parcel of Soapinhts 
Shipji which: then did.'beiong toi the King;v#e».//^/</« An>- 
bauadbur in England, defir'd; to buy this .Soap of .the King* 
but a Jew out bid him, and fo had the Soap, tor which dea- 
ling the Ambaffador kept a .grudge, in his mind againft the 
Jews> and was reveng'd on them, after this manner, whilft 
I was there. He inform'd. the King that the Jews had im- 
pos'dupon himandcouzen'd him of Fifty thoufa ;d pieces of 
Eight in the matter of the Soap, upon which the King clapt 
Mp Ten of the chief Jews in Prifon, until they fhould either 
pay the faidSum, or elfe reftorethe Soap, which it is to be 
fuppofed, hath been fold in Chriftendom Two years ago. 
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An Account of my Efcape, Mr. Edmund 
Baxter, and others from Bartjary. 



ATter a ferious confideration , finding that no proffers 
for my redemption would be accepted, I committed 
the conduct of my proceedings to Almighty providence 
refolvins to make an Efcape in company of Three more, 
Edmund Baxter ', Anthony Bayle y and James Ingram. ' 

On the 19th. of May, agreeing with our Guardian-Moors 
for a Blankil, (/. e.") zd. ob. a piece, we had the liberty to be 
excus'd from work that day,we went there fore to the Town 
of Machanefs^ and having but a fmali flock of caih about us, 
viz. nine Blankils^ we kid it out in Bread, and two fmall 
Bullocks bladders , with a little Burdock to carry Water 
in. 

About Three of the clock in the Afternoon wc began our 
journey defigning to go as far as an Old houfe, call'd the 
Kings houfe , diftant about Three miles from Machanefi , 
refolving to conceal our felves about that houfe until night, 
and promifing to our felves the greater fecurity , becaufe 
we knew fome Christians ufed commonly to work there, 
but proceeding in our journey, we difcover'd upon a Joaded 
Horle the Moor who lived at that houfe, which oblig'd us 
to quicken our pace, and keep a head of him , for, if he 
mould come up with us, he would eafily difcover that we 
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did not belong to the faid houfe, We made haft therefore 
before him, and coming near the houfe we difcover'd about 
Twenty Moors fitting there j which accident of being hem* 
ed m behind and before by thefe our enemies, put us into 
a great fright, and had in all likely hood fpoil'd our deficn 
in the very entrance, if providence had not prefented to 
our view, on one fide of the houfe, a parcel of Lime-kills, to 
which, without the Moors obfervation we immediatly ftruck 
up, where we abfconded our felves by lying flat upon our 
bellies; about half an hour after came two Moorifh women 
thither, to gather up fome loofe wood, we confiderins it 
very inconvenient to fhew our felves fearful, left we fhould 
be taken for Renagadoes, fpoke to them, but they return'd 
usnoanfwer, following their bufinefi, and taking us, asvve 
judged, cither for Moors or Ghriftians employ'd about the 
faid Lime-kills fo we continued there without any further 
moleflation, until night, when we proceeded on our jour- 
ney, traveling about Eighteen miles that night, we parted 
by a great many Tents, whence the Dogs came out and barkt 
at us, and the Moors alfofavv us, but faid nothing, mifta- 
King us for their Country-men* 

That night we croft the great River, which runs down 
to Mamora y about Eighteen miles diftance from Machanefs, 
and about a mile from the bank of the River, we found a 
convenient bufh, where we took up our lodging all the day 
following, without any disturbance : At night we found 
our felves oblig'd to return to the faid River, to furnifli us 
with Water, the littlenefs of our vefTel, which contain'd 
not above a Gallon, being a great hindrance in our journey : 
We continued our progrefs Twelve miles that night, which 
prov'd very tkefome by reafon of the weeds and buflies, 
and the nights were notfo long ,as we vviih'd ; juft about 
Day- break, we found a convenient bufh near to a great 
Valley, where yve repos'd our felves 5 as foon as the day 

broke 



( iO 

broke clear , we favv abundance of Cattle grafing in the 
bottom, with Moors,who lookt after them,but, by Gods pro* 
vidence, none came near us, fo that we lay fafe all that day 
being the laft day of May. 

At night we fet forward, keeping the Woods , where 
were no Moorifh Inhabitants, only wild beads, the iefs fa- 
vage and formidable, which we often fa w, but they never 
attempted to come near us, we traveled about Ten miles 
that night, and then crofted a River, which fupplied us with 
Water, whereof we were in want; on the other fide of the 
River, we obferv'd the footfteps of a great many Cattle, 
which rendr.ed the place, as we thought, unfafe for us, we 
made therefore a little further progrefs in the morning, to 
the top of the Hill, where under a large Oak we found a bufh .' 
convenient for our reception that day , but within a little 
while we were difturb in our repofe, obferving the Cattle to 
come grafing up the Hill, dire&Iy to that bufh, with Moors 
at their heels, with all haft therefore we pad: up our luggage 
and ran a mile further, without being difcover'd, until we. 
came to a Pear tree, furniih'd with long-grafs around hira, 
there we took up our quarters all that day, being the Firit 
of June. 

The night following, we intended to proceed, but it plea- 
fed God, to ftrike me lame with the Gout, fo that I was not 
abletoftand, I was forced therefore to remain there all that 
night, and the day enfuing, which was a great hindrance 
to my companions, and aftli&ion to my felt : The readieft 
expedient to remedy my diftemper, which I could think upon 
was this, we made a fire in a hole in the ground, and I put 
my Foot into the -hole to draw away the. pain, having alio a 
Lancet with us, I endeavour'd to breath a Vein in my Foor, 
but I could not eflha ir, for the Lancet would not enter, 
however, I found fome cafe by the force of the fire : My 
company being fenfibJe of the delay,, which .my diftemper 
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occafion'd, began to be mov'd, iriformich that they told me, 
that if I could not march with them that night, they muft 
hold themfelves oblig'd to take leave of me, which added 
a great affliction to my forrow, infomuch as I was the Au- 
thor and firfl mover of this efcape ; That I jnightnot there- 
fore be forfaken by my companions, and in' compliance to 
their importunity, I refolved to ftrain my outmoft power. 

The third of June at night I endeavoured to go, but in 
great pain, fo that we could not proceed above Three miles, 
when I was fore'd to pray my Companions to ftay but that 
night, and I did not queftion, but by Gods blefling, to be 
ible to travel with them the next, they confented, and fo 
we took up our lodging for the remainder of that night, 
under another Pear-tree. 

The fourth of June I kept baking my foot all the day in 
the Ground, till about two in the Afternoon, in the mean 
while, I procur'd Mt % Baxter to make me a wooden Leg, 
which accordingly he" did, I perfwaded them, then, to tra- 
vel about Three or Four miles that afternoon, which would 
a little eafe the labour of the night, they agreed, I travel'd 
about Four miles with that Leg, and then relied till night oa 
the top of a high Hill, whence we faw a great plain valley 
before us. 

At night we fhap'd our courfe clear of the Tents, and tra r 
vel'dover the edge of the plain, about Six miles; We paft 
by fcveral fields of corn, the Moors in the mean time hallow- 
ing to frighten the wild beafts from them : Crofting of a RU 
ver that night, we faw and heard feveral Lyons, fome app 
proach'd fo near that we could almoft have touch'd them,but 
as foon as we ftrook fire, which we had prepar'd for that very 
purpofe, they prefently vanifh'd ; when the light began to 
difplay it felf, we took our quarters for the next day, which 
Was June the Fifth j At night we continued our courfe, 
when I was Uill lame, which was a great hindrance to my 
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company, but we were loath to part, our bread alfo waul- 
jrtoft at an erid, the confideration whereof obliged me to ftraio 
hard to get Eight miles that night .• By refting the next day 
I found my felt to be fomething better, but then to qualify 
my joy for thii, Another companion Anthony Bayle began 
to fink and give over. 

June the Sixth, We fet onward , and meafur'd Ten miles 
trat night, when we came to a great Swamp, there ray 
jpain renewing, I fain would have perfwaded them to (lay 
but by no intreaties could perfwade them, fa refolving to 
part, we fhar'd our Bread, which came to two half Rusksa 
peice ; I endeavour'd to allure my weak wearied Brother to 
abide with me, comforting him with the expectation of Gar- 
dens, where we two more eafily than the company of Four, 
might provide for our felves j He would not flay; Being 
preft thus with the confideration of being left alone, I Re. 
folv'd to put forward, when it pleafed God, that my foot 
became perfectly whole and clear of the Gout; That night 
we travel'd over a high barren Hill, where we fancied we 
heard the Sufs and noife of the Sea, which encourag'd us to 
mend our pace until we met with a Garden, where we ga* 
ther'd about a dozen of fmall Pumpkins, a very comforta- 
ble affiftance to us, now that our Bread was all fpent, for 
fome we eat raw, and fome we roafted in the ground, where- 
by we found our felves con fiderably refrelht .• That night we 
made no more then Eight miles, for meeting with a great 
Oak which was blown down, we thought it inconvenient to 
overflip fuch an advantageous retirement for the next day, 
which we were the more deTirous oit, becaufl we heard a 
great many Moors, tho' we could not fee them, 

AUthenext day we lay ftiil and with exceeding content* 
ment we heard the noife of the Sea, at night we put on and 
came to the fhoar, where we found whereabout we then 
were f viz* to the Southward of Mamora , wr dredred our 
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Courfe then Northward for Two miles, when we could di- 
fcern the Caftle, but knowing that we could not go to the 
Northward of the Caftle, becaufe the great River goes di- 
rectly up into the Country, we turn'd back about a mile, and 
finding a convenient bufh, we refted there all the next day, 
hearing and feeing a great many Cattle, but none came near 

June the Eighth, We gathered about half a Peck of Snailes, 
and caught a Land-Tortois, which we roafted and eat har* 
tily, that day alfo, we faw a Ship in the Offing, when night 
was come, we made down towards the Caftle, and before 
we were aware we fell upon a Moor making a fire, which 
fbre'd us to draw back, the Moor not difcerning us, we fetcht 
then a compafs, and by another way came down to the 
Caftle, there we found a ftrong watch, which did wholly 
difcourage our expectations of relief from that place, fo we 
fet up our Refolutions for SaUe\ about Eighteen or Twenty 
miles to the Southward, to fee what good could be done 
there, But before we parted with Mamora, we made bold 
with a little Barley and Guinny corn, growing under the 
Caftle, of each whereof we gathered about a quarter of a 
Peck, to ferve our neceffities, and then we betook our felves to 
our former nights refuge, the Bufh, and after having confulted 
how to fteer our courfe for Salle, the refult whereof was a 
Jong the Sea-fide, we refted all the next day without diftur- 
pance. 

June the Ninth, We travel'd along the Sea-fide, where we 
faw a great dealof Raft-timber, we concluded therefore t 
feeinetheShipinthe Offing, to make a Raft, which accor- 
dingly we did, and put of! with it, but it would not fwim, 
boyart with us all, we came therefore a more, and cut all 
our Lafhings, leaving it to the mercy of the Sea : We tra- 
vels Five miles towards Salle thit night, fearing leaft by 
flaying long thereabout we mould be difcovered, for our foot- 
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tnjg and tray ling of the Timber had made fuch an Imprefliori 
in- -the 'fand as if an Hundred men had been there; That 
night we took up our quarters -in a Fig-tree, about Seven 
miles fhort of Salle where was no Inhabitant. 
« June the Tenth at night, we made forward to Salle, in the 
Road^' we fell upon a parcel of Tents , where though the 
Dogs were ready to feizeus, and th§ Moors themfelves calfd 
to us, We made noanfwerandtraverd on, without any far. 
ther trouble or danger, until we came to Salle\ as foon as \yc 
came thither, we made towards the Gardens, and gathered 
forne Pumkins, and b'ecaufe night was far fpenf, we retrea- 
ted *bout a mile out of Town, to find fome place which 
might fecure us from difcovery ; wepitch'd upon a Buih iir 
a great Valley , wherein we relolv'd to enclofe oitf 
felves therday following : About Eleven of the clock of that 
day, weefpiedaBoy with a Dog keeping of Sheep, but yet 
not forgeting his game, which was hunting of Partridges; 
He beat the bum wherein we were lodg'd,and threw in Stones 
and th ^ Do^ : alfo did his part, barking and courfmg about 
the bufh, but^Hy' miracle as we thought, we were not efpied: 
tno wedifcoyer'd abundance of fear amongft our felves, fop 
if we hadbeen taken notice of,, we could not otherwifecon. 1 
iult our own fafety , than by the death of that poor % 

The eleventh day being pad, at night we made a defcenfr 
to the River of Sa(le y about a mile above the Town, where 
we found a Boat, but could not with all our ftrength launch* 
her .• Anthony Bayle and I who were the only fwimmers in 
our company, made over to the South-fide of the River, to 
fee what purchafe we could make there, we found indeed' 
Three boats, but they were all aground, fo that we could 
do no good with them ; But in fearching about the nevv 1 
onips, i^which Five in number are building there) we found 
two Oares, with which we fwara over to our conforts. and 
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all together we went down by the Rivers fide, to the Har- 
bour mouth, but we could meet with no boat to put our 
Oares in ; We faw two Dutch-men in the- River, but they 
kept a dihgent watch, which hindrcd us frbm carryiris away 
their boat ; We concluded therefore to bury our Oares in 
the fand at fome remarkable place, and fo we betook our 
felves to find out a fanftuary for the day following ; We found 
a Fig-tree full of leaves, in an unfrequented place, as we 
thought, on the Nor tfcfidt --of the River, yet within call of 
the Ships, which then were a building ? Under the Covert 
of this little Tree, tho* furrounded with Enemies and dan- 
gers, vve refolv'd to expert the protection of the next day ; 
The Reader may poflibly judge this an inftance of a Roman- 
tickcourage, and an effecl: rather of rafli boldnefs thdn pru- 
dent confutation; Truly, he is in the right, for we our 
felves were of the fame mind, about the middle of the next 
day, upon this occafion, a Moor who had newly vva/ht 
his cloaths, directs his courfe directly. to our Tree, and there 
hangs up his Alhagexo dry vvhrlft he himfelf fat down 
not far off, to lovvfe himfelf, an't pleafejouj \i providence * 
did hinder him from* difcerning us, I adure you it was not 
tor want of provocation, as vve ail confeft, and indeed 1 
flev^er in my life was in liich a trembling fit, as that lovvfie 
Kaical put me into. 

, The Twelfth day of Stow .being pall, at night we came 
down again to the Rtver, to look after a boat, which we 
Had obferv'd was moor'd in the River, half a mile higher 
than where vve found the Oares, this, vve who could fvvim 
round and brought to our conforts, We padl'd her down the 
iuver clofe by the Dutch-men, who faw us, but fald nothing 
then vve put a more, and fetcht our Oares, vve continued 
padhng, until we had pall: a /vW>man, lying at the 6ars 

m ° u , J Who plainIy favv us » bllt fdld notnin g; So foon as 
We had left him behind us, vve fliipp'd out our Oares, and 

Row- 
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Rowing right into the Sea, our courfe by the North-fa 
was Wefrmrth-Weflx when we had Rowed Four Miles 
or thereabout, we difcern'd a Ship at Anchor, which ob. 
Jig'd us to alter our courfe, and Row Northward ', until 
we had paft her, fearing leaft flie might be a S^-Ship 
ttnd we had learn^ at Machanefs that Two of them were 
a cruizing at that time, and not yet come in , therefore 
it was, that in diftruftof this Ship, we altered our courfe; 
we Rowed about Two Leagues without the Ship, and 
lay upon our Oares ; when Day broke up cltar, we favy 
the Ship with her Sailes loofe, I then acquainted my 
Conforts, that in my judgment, if the Ship were of Sate 
flie would make in for the Bar at that time, becaufe the 
tide and the Sea breeze were then both favourable, it 
being High-water at Seven of the Clock, but if fhevvere 
an Englifh Man of War, as we inceflantly vvifli'd , then 
we thought the Sea-breeze would make her (land ofTto Sea: 
Notwithftanding our opinions were various, and we were 
doubtful what to do - 9 at length I perfwaded my conforts, 
*with much ado, to row in and make her hull, then the Ship 
flood off, and at length faw us, we pull'd aboard, and found 
her to be the LarhFriggot Captain Leighton Commander; 
after fome Examination and Difcourfe about the Methods 
and Means of our Efcape, I propounded to the Captain a de- 
sign which had newly taken ftrong poffeflion of my Fancy, it 
was this, that if he would accommodate me with his Boat, 
and thofe belonging to the other Two Men of War, which 
were in Company, I would undertake to Pilot them in, and 
to burn what Ships were then at Mamorai The Captain im- 
mediately flood to the Northward, and came up with the 
other Two Ships, which were the Bonaventure and the Gray 
hound ; The Admiral was then Sick at Cales , fo Captain 
Macdonald being Eldeft Captain, we went aboard him, and 
tending for Mr. Fairborne y who was then Captain under 

Cap- 
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Captain Prieflman, who was Sick as abovefaid, they held a 
Council about thofe proportions which I had made, at firft 
they feemed unprafticable, by reafon of many difficulties, 
but efpecially of the Bar, which is worfe than that of Sa/U; 
But then when upon Second thoughts they confidered the 
forwardnefs of Men, who but that very Day had efapt a 
heavy Slavery, and yet were willing that very Night to en- 
gage in the action, they concluded it both poflible and fea- 
fible, fo they entertain'd with approbation what I had pro- 
pos'd ; After which I immediately return'd with Captain 
Leighton aboard the Lark, and communicated the refuit of 
the Council with my Comrade Mr. Baxter, who was heartily 
pleas'd with what was undertaken, and willing to go along, 
Fo he was ordered to go in the Bonaventure 's Boat, and was 
very ferviceable, and who was better acquainted with that 
Bar, than I was. Immediately orders were given to fhave 
fome Deal-boards, and faw fome Tarr-barrels, and make rea- 
dy with all expedition; by Seven at Night, all things were 
in readinefs, the Friggots were riding Two Leagues frQjto 
Shore, orders were given that the Boat in which I was, iMkJt 
the Gray-hound's, mould go a head, Commanded by Captain 
Macdonald, who behaved himfelf indeed with great Courage 
and Rcfolution, and the reft had orders to follow us ; there 
were Three Barges in all, and one Yawl, the number of Men 
concern'd in the action, was Forty two, who all had ftricl: 
charge upon pain of Death, not to feek after Plunder, which 
was punctually obferv'd. About Eight at Night we put oft 
from the Ships, and betwixt Nine and Ten, we felt a little 
to the Northward of the Bar, but by Mr. Baxters afliftance, 
we quickly righted our felves, and found the Bar; there 
was a great noife upon the Shore, all thereabout had taken 
the Alarm, which did nothing difcourage us , we proceeded 
toftily, without any concernment at their hideous outcries, 
which when the Moors perceiv'd, and that we advane'd with 
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undaunted Refolutions, they thought it bed to file betimes 
and fecure themfelvcs and their Cattle $ in the mean time we 
purfu'd our defign towards the Ships, aboard which, there 
being a great many Lights, we obferv'd the Moors looking 
over the fides of the firft we came to, which was the bigger 
of the Two, they call'd to us, to keep off, we anfwered 
them with about Twenty Granado- (hells, which foon drove 
them overboard ; they had not far indeed to efcape, for the 
Gaftle Wall was within a Boats length of the Ship, fo with. 
out any difficulty we prefently entred $ one Moor we found 
aboard, who was prefently cut in pieces, another was fhot 
in the head, endeavouring to efcape upon the Cable , ws 
were not long in taking in our Shavings and Tarr-barrefy 
and fo fet her on fire in ieveral places, fhe being very apt to re* 
ceive what we defign'd, for there were feveral Barrels of 
Tar upon the Dqck> and ihe was newly Tarr'd as if on pur. 
pofe; whilft we were fetting her on fire, we heard a noifeof 
lome people in the Hold, we opened the Skuttles, and thereby 
fiy'd the lives of Four Chriftians, Three Dutch-men and One 
H&ench, who told us that the Ship on fire was Admiral and 
belong'd to Aly-Hackutn, and the other which we foon alter 
ferv'd with the fame fauce , had the Name of Plummy 
Cortile, which was the very Ship, which in Othher 'Jaft 
took me Captive, [ cannot deny that I was poffeffed with an 
extraordinary fatisfa&ion to fee this Ship on fire, and I 
could not but admire the wonderful providence of God, to 
whom alone Vengeance belon--eth, in vindicating my caufe, 
and making me an unwitting inftrurnent of revenge, for the 
injuries I received from the owners of this Veflel. 

Such was the fiercenefs of. the Flames , that we were 
fore'd to keep off from the Ships fides, whereby we be- 
came cbnoxious to the fliot of tire Moors , who from the 
Walls of the Caflle made a great firing upon us, both of 
fmali and great Guns, but with little or no Execution, for 

our 
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our Men, by the light of the great fire having them inber- 
fed view upon the Walls, made fmart returns upon them; 
firing wceffantly upon them, and with that eagernefs, that 
they quite negle&ed their Oares, fo that if the Tide had 
not turn d to Ebb, we mould have run a great rifque, our 
Men were fo full of joy, hooping and hallowing at the 
fight of Co defirable a Bon-fire , that they never minded 
the dangers they might be fubjedt to ; we were therefore 
forced to row the Bonaventure's Yawl, who had loft all her 
Oaie& In all this Aclion we had but one Man mortally 
wounded, and two or. three more (lightly hurt; after we 
had compieated our builnefs, and abfolutely deftroyed thefe 
Ships, we return'd out of the River, over the Bar, and 
pull'd aboard the Friggots, Captain Macdonald received us 
kindly, and gratified us with the entertainment of his Ship 
very frankly, aboard which we ftaid until we came to 
Cales, there we went afhore, defigning a paffage for Eng- 
land with the firft opportunity j Captain Macdouald gave 
us Cen.ficates of our fervice in the late Aftion, and then 
Mr. Baxter and I took leave of him ; we did not ftay long 
at Cales, before we met with an opportunity for England 
aboard Captain Atkins, who came from Leghorn and was 
bourU for. London, who very willingly granted us paffage 
with .h-.i, and gave us civil and welcome entertainment, 
whom God reward and all other our Benefaftors, parti- 
cularly (the' to fome Readers it may feems immaterial, yec 
when occ? 'ion offers, not to remember, to all good Men will 
appear ur. .hankihl , and I had. rather be tax'd with im- 
ptttaienc'j than ungratitude) Mr. Hodges , who bellow- 
ed upon us Four pieces of Eight in our neceffity , God 
return his Charity into his own Bofome with blefling 
and enoreafe , and honeft Captain Gutteridge , who fent 
a Ban el of Beaf and a Hundred weight of Bread, leaff 
we fhould lie too chargeable upon Captain Atkins in our 
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■jpalFage home, who the Firft day of July 1685-. fa 
Sail from Cadiz , and arrived in the Downs the z6th, of 
that Month. 

Thus have I given a fhort and plain account 
of my Captivity and Efcape, with the circum- 
ftances that attended it, and tho' potfibly my 
Stile may appear rough and unpolifh'd, which 
the courteous Reader I hope will a little ex- 
cufe, expe&ing no other from a blunt Seaman, 
acquainted with nothing fo much as Dangers 
and Storms, yet I do profefs I have Pcnn'd this 
Narrative with all the fincenty and truth, that 
becomes a plain-dealing Evglijh-?na?i : My de- 
fign and aim in all (kind Country man and 
► courteous Reader) is, to excite with me thy praifes 
to our God the only deliverer, who hath de- 
livered me from a cruel and fcVere Captivity, 
and withal to ftir up thy grateful refentments, 
for the happinefs , peace and freedom , that 
thou enjoyed under fo. excellent and well 
tempered a Government , but mofj efpecially 
to move thy pitty for the afflictions of Jofepb, 
to excite thy companionate regard to thofe 
poor Country-men now Langiuftuig in mi- 
fery and Irons, to endeavour their releafmem 
according to thy power , at lealt by impor- 
tuning 
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tuning Heaven, that during their Captivity 
God would fupport them with his Grace., to 
bear patiently their affli&ions , and to refill 
all Temptations until in his good appointed 
time, he vouchfafe them a happy deliverance, 
Amen. 



finis. 



